Data Dictionary

MyNeighborhood uses data released in the 2010 Census Redistricting (P.L. 94-171) and the Summary
Files-1. The data in MyNeighborhood is presented at the block level . In 2010, there were 7,646 census
blocks in Boston. All results observed are aggregations of census blocks.

MyNeighborhood presents data for 11 different variables:

1. Racial distribution for the total 6. Households with children

population
7. Family households

2. Racial and ethnic distribution for the

total population 8. Family households with children
3. Sexdistribution for the total population 9. Housing occupancy status
4. Age distribution for the total population 10. Vacant housing status
5. Household types for the total 11. Housing tenure

population

Below is a description of these variables:
Racial Distribution for Total Population

The Census provides data on the racial makeup of the population. These are displayed in
MyNeighborhood graphics as “white”, “black or African American”, “Asian”, “Other Race”, and “Multiple
Races”. However, there is more detailed race data available. Clicking on “view data” will show data
counts for each of the racial groups, including the races included in the “other” category, such as “Native
American”.

Racial and Ethnic Distribution for Total Population

Racial categories in the Census are established by the Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB).
While most people commonly think of Hispanic or Latino as a racial category, it is not officially
recognized as a racial group by OMB. Aside from asking a person’s racial background, the Census also
asks respondents if they are of Hispanic or Latino heritage or background. For the racial and ethnic
distribution graphics and data, we removed those individuals who answered they were of Hispanic or
Latino origin from whatever racial category they selected. As a result, the total population for the racial
distribution and the racial and ethnic distribution is the same. Not doing so would lead to double
counting some respondents, such as those who said they are of Hispanic origin and that their race is
“white.” Typically, respondents of Hispanic origin selected “white”, “black or African American”, or
“other” as their race. In short, the numbers observed in the racial and ethnic distribution for each group
will be different than those observed in the racial distribution variable, especially for the “white”, “black
or African American”, and “other” categories. MyNeighborhood displays racial and ethnic distribution
data as “white”, “black or African American”, “Hispanic/Latino”, “Asian”, “Other Race”, and “Multiple



Races”. Clicking on “view data” will show data counts for each of the racial groups, including some of
the ones included in the “other” category, such as “Native American”.

Sex Distribution for the Total Population
This is the simple binary split of biological sex.
Age Distribution for the Total Population

The Census reports age data for each year of age and for small age cohorts. In order to simplify
graphical presentation of age data in MyNeighborhood, we created six age categories: 0-9, 10-19, 20-
34, 35-54, 55-64, and 65 and older.

Household Types for the Total Population

The Census reports relationship to the householder by household type. In order to simplify graphical
presentation of household relationship data in MyNeighborhood, the categories were reduced to “non-
family households”, “family households”, and “group quarters” populations. A “family” in the Census is
two or more people living together related by blood or marriage.

Households with Children

The Census reports the total number of households, what number of them have children under 18, and
what number have no children under 18.

Family Household Types

The Census reports on the different types of family households. In order to simplify graphical
presentation of family household data in MyNeighborhood, we created family household categories:
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“husband-wife”, “male householder, no wife present”, and “female householder, no husband present.”
Family Household Types with Children

This variable is similar to the Family Household Types variable. The difference is that this variable is
limited to those households with children. In order to simplify graphical presentation of family
household types with children data in MyNeighborhood, we created three categories: “husband-wife”,
“male householder, no wife present”, and “female householder, no husband present.”

Housing Occupancy

The housing occupancy variable for the Census counts the total number of housing units in an area, as
well as the number occupied and the number are vacant.



Vacant Housing

This variable looks at the current status of all vacant housing. The Census reports vacant housing as
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either “for rent”, “rented, not occupied”, “for sale only
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, “sold, not occupied”, “for seasonal,
recreational, or occasional use”, and “all other vacants.”

Housing Tenure

This variable looks at characteristics of owned and rented homes. MyNeighborhood reports this as
“owner occupied” or “renter occupied.”

Data Geography

Census data comes tabulated in a detailed hierarchy. The smallest geographic unit Census data are
available in is the “Census Block”. A collect of Census Blocks is known as a “Block Group”. A collection
of “Block Groups” make up a “Census Tract” and so on. As mentioned earlier, MyNeighborhood data is
provided at the Block level. See the geographic hierarchy below to understand how Census data are
tabulated geographically.
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